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Sole survivor may be able to help police piece 
together what happened at Pretoria home 
where 3 died 
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Theo Kleynhans, who was found dead in his Pretoria home along with two of his employees 

 Police have opened an inquest docket after three people were found dead in 
an upmarket home in Pretoria East. 

 The bodies of Pretoria-based property developer, Theo Kleynhans, 60, and his 
two employees Mario Pretorius, 23, and Chariska Kloppers, 30, were found on 
Friday 16 April.  

 An unidentified woman, was found alive at the house and is currently 
recovering in hospital.  

 

An unidentified woman, who is currently recovering in hospital, will be the police's best bet to 

stitch together the events that unfolded in a Pretoria home where three people mysteriously 

died. 

Police are investigating the deaths of a Pretoria-based property developer, Theo Kleynhans, 

60, and his two employees, who were found dead on Saturday morning at his home in Menlo 

Park. 



The other two deceased were identified as Mario Pretorius, 23, and Chariska Kloppers, 30. 
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The Pretoria home of Theo Kleynhans where he and two other people were found dead. 
Facebook 

Police spokesperson Colonel Noxolo Kweza said she could not reveal much about the case, 

but confirmed that three bodies were found, while a fourth person was discovered alive and 

taken to hospital. 

An inquest docket had been opened and is being investigated. 

Survivor 



Private investigator Mike Bolhuis, who had been hired by the family of one of the deceased, 

told News24 that the butler, employed by Kleynhans, had made the grisly discovery. 

Kleynhans and Pretorius were found in a hallway upstairs in the double-storey home, while 

Kloppers was found sitting in a chair on the patio. 

The survivor was found lying on the ground next to Kloppers. 

ALSO READ | Police still hunting for suspects involved in double murder of taxi 

drivers in Tshwane 

She was rushed to Unitas Hospital in Centurion by Netcare911 paramedics. 

Private investigator Werner Koekemoer, who works with Bolhuis, said on Friday that the 

woman was still recovering in hospital. 

Koekemoer said that she, as the main witness in the matter, would be able to help police 

piece together what had transpired at the house last Friday. 

He added that the autopsies had been performed on Monday and that the postmortem report 

would conclusively determine how Kleynhans, Pretorius, and Kloppers died. 

Party gone wrong 

However, Bolhuis believes that clues at the house paint a picture of a party gone wrong. 

Bolhuis said information at their disposal suggested that Kleynhans took his employees for 

drinks and dinner at a popular restaurant in Pretoria East and that the party moved back to 

his house thereafter. 

"It is evident that alcohol and drugs played the big role here," Bolhuis said. 

The PI said there were copious amounts of alcohol, drugs, and prescription medication found 

at the house. 

He said drugs, including CAT and crystal meth, were found. 

Bolhuis said that while they don't suspect foul play at this stage, the possibility cannot be 

ruled out. 
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Mario Pretorius, who was found dead along with Theo Kleynhans and one other person in 

Kleynhans' Pretoria home. 
Facebook 

He added that the investigation would look into what drugs were taken, if they were laced or 

spiked, and if so, who did that and did the participants knowingly take the drugs. 

"We believe it was a party that went seriously wrong," Bolhuis said, adding that the house 

looked like a house of entertainment. 

Bolhuis and Koekemoer said they were doing a full in-depth forensic investigation into the 

incident and would be assisting the police. 

The PIs are also currently tracing other people that may have been at the house party but 

left. 

Another angle that they are looking into is if anything value was taken from the house. 

 
Do you want to know more about this topic? Sign up for one of News24's 33 newsletters to 

receive the information you want in your inbox. Special newsletters are available to 

subscribers. 


