
  

 

 

PROJECT: 

THEFT OF FARM 
LIVESTOCK 

(PART 1) 
 

 

 

Both city dwellers and farmers are targeted increasingly 
during the Festive Season. 

 
Stock theft increases exponentially during this time. This 

document is the first of a series dealing with several 
components of this crime. Theft of stock is turning into a 

pandemic of its own and it is important 
to address it continuously. 

 

 

 

Stolen livestock is transported inside mini-bus taxis, 
inside the boot of passenger motor vehicles 

or crammed into trailers. 
 

  



 

MODUS OPERANDI 1:   

 Syndicates receive an order for a specific type and number of animals. 
 They identify a farm with what they require, closest to them and with a 

clear exit route. 
 Informants infiltrate farms as temporary farm labourers. 
 Neighbouring countries’ citizens are so-called ‘runners’. 
 Runners wait outside targeted farms from as early as 3 o’clock in the 

afternoon. 
 Runners start herding the specified animals from around 8 o’clock under 

the safety of darkness. 
 Perpetrators do not just cut through fences - they herd the animals to a 

corner post of a camp. 
 Here they loosen the fence wire by hand, steer the animals through, and 

tie the wire back to the fence post. 
 This is done to effectively cover their tracks, as a cut fence is more 

apparent to a farmer who is checking his fences. 
 The farmer will not check the number of his cattle immediately if the 

fence is not cut. 
 After the initial effort of undoing the fence and tying it fast again, they 

cut the fences on the adjacent farms - to the place where they intend to 
make their escape. 

 Only the 5th farmer down the line will realise something is amiss and 
contact the neighbouring farmers telling them to count their animals. 

 This provides enough time for thieves to disappear with the stolen 
animals. 

 Runners herd animals up to 60km away during the night. 
 It takes them about 3 – 4 hours to get to a departure point safely before 

daylight. 
 Information received off tracking devices in collars around the cattle’s 

necks, show the following:  
o The moment the animals are herded and pass a certain speed, 

the device is activated, and an alarm is set off. 
o It was found that runners herd animals up to 9km per hour 

through farms. 
o These runners are masters at herding cattle and are extremely fit 

and knowledgeable of the terrain. 
o Runners are paid up to R3,000.00 per head of livestock they 

deliver. 
o The kingpin of the syndicate receives up to R15,000.00 for this 

animal. 

  
  
MODUS OPERANDI 2:   

 Syndicates target farms close to neighbouring borders. 
 They know the terrain in rural areas and use natural obstacles such as 

dry riverbeds to herd animals through borders. 
 It is important to note, that there are no longer any forces patrolling the 

border. 
 Animals are kept in neighbouring countries for a period of time. 



 

 Although there is a cooperation agreement between South African 
authorities and other government authorities, corruption remains a 
dominant problem. 

 Cattle, sheep and even horses are kept in these countries for 7 to 14 
days. 

 After this “cool-off” period, runners and syndicates negotiate prices and 
place of delivery. 

 It happens that the same stolen stock is returned to South Africa, or the 
animals are exchanged for Lesotho stock and then those will be 
returned.  

 Either way animals with a different identification branding are returned. 
 Ear markings are removed and therefore, there is identification left. 
 Animals are returned to a pre-selected point and are distributed from 

there. 
 It is known that there are people working at abattoirs who help 

perpetrators with completing legislative documents and slaughtering. 
 Corrupt SAPS members are also involved in dealings with these 

syndicates. 
 Some slaughters are done on private premises for quick cash.   

o Even this is done quickly and professionally. 
o Information received is that such a slaughtering can happen 

within an hour of the livestock being delivered at the premises in 
a trailer to being redistributed in a cooler truck. 

 The meat is processed at different locations and sold by a network of 
small spaza shops. 

 The difficulty in arresting and convicting perpetrators is that most 
foreigners are without relevant South African documentation. 

 Stolen animals are also hidden away in difficult-to-reach rural areas 
inside the borders of South Africa and even in abandoned industrial 
factories.  

o In these factories, animals are kept with water and food for the 
“cool-off” period of up to 2 weeks. 

o Helicopters or drones are ineffective in searching for stolen stock 
as animals are kept inside buildings. 

 

 

WEANING SEASON:   

 The law states that no calf or other youngster needs to be branded 
before six months old. 

 During the weaning months of September, October and November, the 
theft of young calves’ spikes exponentially. 

 They are stolen in more significant numbers as they are smaller and can 
fit into a trailer, accommodating up to 12 animals. 

 It is easy to brand the young animals and move them to feedlots with 
falsified but “legitimate” documentation when stolen. 

 A runner will receive approximately R1,000.00 for a weaning calf and 
the syndicate will sell the same animal for between R6,000.00 and 
R8,000.00. 

  
 
 
 



 

HEIFER CALVES (YOUNG FEMALE CALVES):   

 There is a booming market for young heifer calves.  
 The high cost for a cow-calf is obtained as an adequate supply of 

acceptable heifers is needed as replacements in the herd after the 
annual culling of the herds and the genetic improvement potential of a 
desired genetic base. 

 The price of a heifer ranges between R10,000.00 and R15,000.00. 
 The selling price of a pregnant cow ranges between R20,000.00 and 

R25,000.00 
 The selling price of a pregnant cow plus her calf can be as high as 

R35,000.00. 
 Corrupt government arrangements provide for replacement heifers to be 

bought for upcoming farmers in previously disadvantaged rural areas. 
 Animals should be branded preferably in the ear and as soon as possible 

to prevent them from being sold illegally. 

 

 

 

PROFILE OF THIS TYPE OF PERPETRATOR:   

 The typical profile of a kingpin of such a syndicate resembles a criminal 
arrested in October 2021. 

 The syndicate’s mastermind is a well-known individual in the underworld 
and the community. 

 He is known for vehicle theft, dealing in drugs, robbery, assault, illegal 
firearms and murder apart from stock theft. 

 He has 10 outstanding cases against him and is out on bail for 4 of 
these cases. 

 It is a well-known fact that he has SAPS members and court authorities 
on his payroll. 

 He is a renowned businessman and the mastermind behind everything 
bred, stolen and resold in the area where he operates. 

 Several runners continuously inform him of new orders and requests. 
 He is extremely wealthy, drives expensive imported vehicles and lives 

an extravagant lifestyle. 
 He is a dangerous man who is not afraid to threaten police members 

and court officials with murder when they are not willing to be bribed. 

 

 

 

See our future projects for further information on the 
complexity of these crimes, those involved by means of 
corruption, the annual loss to the farmers and possible 

safety and prevention methods. 
 

 

REFERENCES: 
   



 

 https://maroelamedia.co.za/nuus/sa-nuus/oorgrensaanvalle-veediefstal-
groot-hoofpyn-vir-landbou/?mc_cid=a119ef701a&mc_eid=c29f45d9ef 

 https://maroelamedia.co.za/landbou/landbounuus/veediewe-aktiewer-
tydens-feestyd/ 

    

 

 

If anyone requires our assistance in anyway, 
please contact us. 

 
All information will be treated with the utmost 

privacy and confidentiality. 
 

FORWARD THIS DOCUMENT TO EVERYBODY. 
 

You may forward this project. 
Please ensure that you send the entire project. 

 

 

 

Regards, 
 
Mike Bolhuis 
Specialist Investigators into 
Serious Violent & Serious Economic Crimes 
PSIRA Reg. 1590364/421949 
Mobile: +27 82 447 6116 
E-mail: mike@mikebolhuis.co.za 
Fax: 086 585 4924 
Follow us on Facebook to view our projects - 
https://www.facebook.com/MikeBolhuisOfficial 
 
 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT: Our biggest enemy is disinformation. If you 
receive any information regarding my organisation that concerns you, please 
contact me, Mike Bolhuis, directly to confirm whether the information is indeed 
factual or not. 
 
STANDARD RULES APPLY: Upon appointment, we require a formal mandate 
with detailed instructions. Please take note that should you not make use of 
our services – you may not under any circumstance use my name or the name 
of my organisation as a means to achieve whatever end. 
 
POPI ACT 4 of 2013 South Africa: Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security 
Services falls under Section 6 of the act. Read more here.  

 

 

SSS TASK TEAM: 
 



Mr. Werner Koekemoer 
Second in Charge (2IC) 
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Violent Crime 
Head: Serious & Violent Crimes 
Head: K9 Unit 
Head: Anti-Poaching Unit 
Head: Crime Prevention 
Head: Anti-Crime Unit 
Head: Crime Intelligence Unit 
Head: Covert Operations 
Head: Narcotics & Security Specialist Unit 
Head: Serious Violent Crimes Unit 
Mobile: +27 82 820 3680 
E-mail: werner@mikebolhuis.co.za 
Fax: 086 517 1160 
 
Mr. Luke Enslin 
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: 
Special Investigations 
Project Manager & Investigations Head: SA 00013/00 
Organized Crime Threat Compiler & Organised Crime Investigator 
Prevention of Organised Crime (POCA) Specialist 
Multidisciplinary Under Cover Operative 
Project Leader & Investigator 
Qualifications: 
BA (Unisa) & National Diploma (Pol.) 
Former Colonel 
Mobile: +27 82 222 5821 
Mobile: +27 79 533 7069 
E-mail: luke@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Vince Harris 
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: 
S.S.S. Group Leader : Greater Pretoria Area 
Serious Violent Crimes 
General Crimes Phase 1/2/3 
Crime Intelligence 
Specialist in Conflict Resolution 
Interrogation Methods 
Qualifications: 
National Diploma (Police Science) 
Former Colonel (1977 - 2005) 
PSIRA Reg Number: 1271449 
Mobile: +27 82 673 1830 
E-mail: vinceh@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Koos Gerber 
S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Violent Crimes 
Head: Protection Unit 
Head: Rehabilitation & Narcotics 
Head: Track & Tracing Unit 
Narcotics detection 
Risk Analysing 
K9 Unit 
Former Warrant Officer (1991 - 2015) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 2512638 (A) 
Mobile: +27 82 952 6909 
Email: koosg@mikebolhuis.co.za. 
 
Mr. Dewaldt Huysamen 
SSS Specialist Investigator: 
Head: Cybercrime Division, Email Scams, Internet Scams, 
Internet Fraud, Cryptocurrency & Blockchain Specialist 
Head of SSS Platforms: 
Social Media Channels, Website, Database, 



PR, Communications, System Administration 
Qualifications: 
Google Ads Certified 
Google Analytics Certified 
Hubspot Certified 
Google Partner 
Google Streetview Partner 
Google Regional Trainer 
Mobile: +27 61 800 0020 
Email: dewaldt@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Cobus Cronje 
S.S.S Senior Investigator: 
Serious Economic Crimes 
Corporate Forensic Investigations 
Fraud Investigations 
Copper cable (overhead) theft investigations 
Qualifications: 
Diploma Forensic Investigations and Criminal Law 
National Higher Certificate - Police Administration 
Former Detective Sergeant (1992 - 2000) 
PSIRA Registration number: 2403871 
Mobile: +27 71 219 4811 
E-mail: cobusc@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Cecil Benade 
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: 
National Head: SSS Serious and Violent Crime Investigation 
Serious Violent Crimes 
K9 - Drug Enforcement Unit 
K9 - Visual Tracking Unit 
K9 - Explosive Identification Unit 
Qualifications: 
National Diploma - Police Administration 
Former Captain (1994 - 2019) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 3203622 
Mobile: +27 79 527 8886 
E-mail: cecilb@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Ms. Maatje Swanepoel 
S.S.S. Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Violent Crimes 
K9 Patrol Dog 
Explosives Identification 
K9 Explosives 
Fire Investigation 
K9 Fire Investigation 
Veterinary Assistant K9 
Former Captain (1993 -2021) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 3203617 
Mobile: +27 66 007 1818 
Email: maatje@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Ms. Odette van Staden 
S.S.S Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Violent Crimes 
Serious Economic Crimes 
Crime Information Analyst 
Criminal Behaviour Specialist 
Qualifications: 
National Diploma - Policing 
Higher Certificate - Communication 
Former Captain (1999 - 2019) 
PSIRA Registration number: 3056821 
Mobile: +27 82 979 4493/+27 60 306 5487 
Email: odettevs@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 



Mr. Chris Coetser 
S.S.S. Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Violent Crimes 
Serious Economic Crimes 
Commercial Crimes 
Vehicle Crime 
Specialist Analyst 
Specialist Intelligence Gatherer 
Specialist Anti-Counterfeit Products Investigator 
Qualifications: 
National Diploma: Police Administration 
UCT Certificate: Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) 
UCT Certificate: Business Risk Management 
Analyst Notebook qualification (Investigative Software Solutions) 
Former Warrant Officer (1989 - 2013) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 2540982 (Grade A) 
Mobile: +27 82 457 4007 
Email: chrisc@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Johan de Jager 
S.S.S. Senior Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Violent Crimes 
K9 Patrol Dog 
Explosives Identification 
K9 Explosives 
K9 Endangered and Protected Species 
Commercial/Corporate Investigator & Prosecutor 
Former Warrant Officer (1992 - 2009) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 3203619 
Mobile: +27 79 617 6881 
Email: jjdejager@mikebolhuis.co.za. 
 
Mr. Tony Naidoo 
S.S.S Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Violent Crimes 
Intelligence Gathering 
Covert Operations Specialist 
Serial Killing Investigation Specialist 
Kidnapping Investigation Specialist 
Armed Robbery Investigation Specialist 
Fraud Investigation Specialist 
Mobile: +27 82 222 5821 
Mobile: +27 79 533 7069 
E-mail: mike@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Vaughan Schwartz 
S.S.S Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Economic Crimes 
National Chief Specialist Investigator 
Qualifications: 
B.Proc (UNISA) & Nat. Dip. Police Admin. (RSA Tek) 
Qualified Attorney & Conveyancer 
Former Lieutenant Colonel (1983 - 1995) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 3203620 
Mobile: +27 79 347 5691 
Email: vaughans@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Miss. Daniëlle Van Ede 
S.S.S Specialist Investigator: 
Criminologist 
Serious Economic Crimes 
Crime Information Analyst and Criminal Profiler 
Expert Criminal Investigator Involving Female Offenders and Personality Disorders 
Qualifications: 
BA (Pretoria) BA HONS (Criminology) (Monash) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 3203623 
Mobile: +27 82 456 0367 



Email: daniellevanede@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Miss. Natascha Laing 
S.S.S. Specialist Investigator: 
Preliminary Investigations Specialist 
Investigative Interview Specialist 
Case Docket Administrator 
Ethics to Business Environment 
Common and Statutory Law Offences Specialist 
Criminal Justice System Analyst 
Private and Forensics Investigator 
Mobile: +27 82 089 4783 
Email: nataschal@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Miss. Chenique Opperman 
S.S.S. Specialist Investigator: 
Serious and Violent Crimes 
Crimes against Children 
Domestic Violence 
Prosecuting Unit 
Legal adviser 
Qualifications: 
LL B (NWU) 
Admitted Attorney of the High Court of South Africa 
LPC member number: 46536 
Mobile: +27 82 7803708 
Email: chenique@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Morney Vos 
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Violent Crimes 
Serious Economic Crimes 
Commercial Crimes 
Vehicle Crime 
K9 - Patrol/Explosive Specialist 
K9 - Tracking Specialist 
Qualifications: 
National Certificate - Police Administration 
Former Warrant Officer (1988 - 2001) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 886208 
Mobile: +27 66 212 5193 
E-mail: morneyv@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Wilhelm Keyser 
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Violent Crimes 
Surveillance Specialist 
Combat & Self Defense Specialist 
VIP Bodyguard 
Risk Analysis Specialist 
Safety & Security Specialist 
Head: Crime Protection Unit 
Mobile: +27 82 772 8957 
E-mail: wilhelmkeyser@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Hein Jooste 
S.S.S Specialist Investigator: 
Crime Prevention Operative 
Crime Intelligence & Covert Operative 
Anti-Hijack & Security Specialist 
Anti-Industrial/Corporate Espionage/Sabotage Specialist 
Tracking & Tracing Specialist 
VIP & Close Protection Operative 
Special Weapons & Tactics Specialist 
Mobile: +27 83 759 8689 
Email: fourways.swordfighting@gmail.com 
 



Mr. Brendon Riley 
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: 
Bug & Debugging Specialist 
Risk Analysis Specialist 
Alarm & CCTV Expert 
Crime Scene Cleaning Specialist 
Safety & Security Equipment Specialist 
Mobile: +27 83 273 7928 
E-mail: bhriley@mweb.co.za 
 
Mr. Jan Roos 
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: 
Commercial Fraud Investigations 
Narcotics ID Specialist 
Track-&-tracing 
Qualifications: 
First responder to sexual offences 
Vulnerable children specialist investigator 
National Certificate - Policing 
Former Detective Warrant Officer (1991 - 2017) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 3033614 (A) 
Mobile: +27 79 997 1132 
E-mail: janr@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Wesley Vos 
S.S.S Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Violent 
Serious Economic Crimes 
Qualifications: 
National Diploma - Risk Management 
PSIRA Registration Number: 3207128 
Mobile: +27 60 899 9938 
Email: wesleyv@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Hennie Viljoen 
S.S.S Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Violent Crimes 
General Crimes 
Unnatural Deaths including cases against Medical Practitioners 
Qualifications: 
National Diploma - Police Administration 
Former Deputy Sherriff 
Former Detective Inspector (1986 - 2007) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 3203623 
Mobile: +27 82 787 8388 
E-mail: henniev@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Callie De Kock 
S.S.S Specialist Investigator: 
General Crime Investigations 
Road Accident Investigations 
Loss/Risk Management Investigations 
Retail Loss/Shrinkage Investigations 
Fingerprint Expert 
Qualifications: 
National Diploma Police Administration 
Diploma in Private Investigations (London UK 2005) 
British Transport Police (2000-2006) 
Former Lieutenant Colonel (1985 - 2000) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 3203612 
Mobile: +27 61 419 4416 
E-mail: calliedk@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Phil Vermeulen 
SSS Senior Specialist Investigator 
Serious Violent Crimes Investigations 
Narcotics ID & Investigation 



 

Copper Theft Exposed / Investigation 
Informer and Interpreter specialist 
Track & Trace 
VIP Escorts and personal protection 
Hijacking & Vehicle Theft Investigations 
Qualifications: 
National Diploma: Policing 
Former Warrant Officer (1990 - 2006) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 1561931 
Mobile: +27 82 604 4598 
Email: phil14vermeulen@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Jacques Visser 
Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Violent Crimes 
K9 - Patrol & Explosives 
Explosives ID Expert 
Illegal Mining Operations Expert 
Anti Poaching Operator 
CPO Operator 
High-Value Escort Gold (PSD) 
Safety & Security Specialist 
Former Sergeant (1990 - 2002) 
PSIRA Registration Number: 969049 
Mobile: +27 67 946 0812 
Email: jacquesv@mikebolhuis.co.za 
 
Mr. Mac Coetzee 
S.S.S Specialist Investigator: 
Deception Detection 
Profiling Specialist 
Behaviour & Personality Profiling 
Cognitive Interviewing 
Close Executive Protection (BTECi) 
Security Risk Assessment (BTECi) 
Counter Surveillance (BTECi) 
Criminology (BA CRIM) 
Psychology (BPSYCH HONS) 
Criminal Psychology – Current (BPSYCH MBA) 
Mobile: +27 72 727 9504 
E-mail: marcus@soulx.co.za 
 
Mr. Ben Calitz 
Spectrack (Pty) Ltd 
S.S.S Senior Specialist Investigator: 
Serious Economic Crimes 
Serious Violent Crimes 
Track & Tracing Unit 
Safety/Risk Analysis Unit 
Blasting/Explosive Expert 
Security Specialist 
Cash In Transit-007 
Response Security Officer-006 
PSIRA NUMBER:329871 
Mobile: +27 84 473 0126 
Email: ben@spectrack.co.za  
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You are receiving this email to inform and keep you up to date with violent and/or economic 
crimes. This is important to enable you to inform and protect your loved ones and everyone 

you know. 
  

Our mailing address is: 
mike@mikebolhuis.co.za 

Mike Bolhuis Specialised Security Services 
Po Box 15075 Lynn East 
Pretoria, Gauteng 0039 

South Africa 
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